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Re: Member chip in International [ . 

Criminal Police Car-mission 



The Intcrnn tionfxJL Criminal Police Commission .vac 
founded in 1923. at Vienna, Austria, for the pur* ose of im- 
proving mutual cooeerntior. among police authorities in 
various countries, f As you brow, Inspector' Lester attended 
tlie 13th meeting of the Commission which v.as h“ld at Loudon, 
England, in June, 193 9", and upon his return recommended, by 
memorandum to the Director that the United States should be 
permanently conncctea with this organisation. 
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Inspector Lester in -Ids memorandum points out that 
while we would not receive much practical benefit .from member- 
ship in the Commission, the contacts with .outstanding law 
enforcement officials ?/ould be helpful o nd delegates attending 
tlie annual conferences could learn of new scientific develop- 
ments which rnirltt prove interesting and helpful to the Bureau 
and to law enforcement in general in tlus country. 



With reference to the expense of members hip in the 
CoirnnissTon, Inspector Lester was of the opinion th/.t any 
contribution suggested by the Director would bo acceptable, 
and recent correspondence with the Secretary General, Dr. 
Oskcr Dressier, confirms thin. As you know, the bureau’s 
Appropriation contains an item of $1,510.00 to meet the 
expenses of membership in the Commission.' .j 
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In addition to Inspector Lester's reasons for joining 
the Commissio , there is also the ror.nibility that if we fall 
to joi/ , the Secret lerviqu or son.** cun r federal /vgcucjr may 
seel; to become a member, and the TDI rni r lit thereby suffer in 
international prestige. 

Since Inspector f .• » 1-«! r > tHv.ihxl the mmu/i.l confutvuce 
of the In ternul.Jomil Criminal. I’olJce Commirsion in London in 
1937, n very delicate political situation has (levelo/ed in 
Europe . Inspector tester stated at the time that tiie greatest 
drmvb ck t.o raombvmhiu in the l.l.l’.C. r-n s fetus Hut tout tjhc 
Austrians dominate the eft tire Commission, probably due to the 



: aK ; 

A:. 












fact that an Aurtrir.n police official originally conceived the 
ideu of creating the Goain.i5J5.ioi.. At the present time, of course, 
Germany controls Austria, unu the Commission assumes a distinctly* 
Austro -C errr.cn atmosphere. This constitutes the principal objection 
to joining the Commission r.t t he present time in vi*v, of the 
delicate international situation . On the o titer hand, if y;e fail 
tc join the Cor mission at this A ime after v/e Itave already indicated- 
a willingness to join and after obtoi: ing the necessary funds for 
membership in our Appropriation, it might be construed as an 
act of unfriendliness . 

It is recommended that the Bureau join the Commission 
hut that no representative be sent to attend the Berlin 
meeting of the Commission which is to bo held in September * 

of this year. 



Respectfully , 




h* t’c. 













